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Turning Your Backyard Pool into a True Aussie 

Staycation 

A practical, down-to-earth guide for Australian homeowners 

For many Australians, the backyard swimming pool isn’t just a luxury — it’s a 

lifestyle anchor. It’s where kids grow up, friends gather, and weekends slow 

down. Done right, your pool area can feel less like “the back yard” and more 

like a private resort, without needing to book flights or fight for sun lounges. 

A staycation-style pool environment isn’t about copying a five-star hotel. It’s 

about designing for your climate, your block, your budget, and how you 

actually live. Whether you’ve got a suburban courtyard in Melbourne, a 

coastal yard in Queensland, or a wide-open country block in NSW, good 

design principles stay the same. 

This essay is a primer — a big-picture guide to help you think holistically before 

spending money. You can always add features later, but good planning at the 

start saves thousands and avoids regret. 
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Understanding Australia’s Climate Zones (Before You Design Anything) 

Australia isn’t one climate — and pool landscapes that work in one state can 

fail badly in another. 

Tropical & Subtropical (QLD, NT, Northern WA) 

Hot, humid, high rainfall, intense UV. 

Design focus: 

• Shade, airflow, mould resistance 

• Non-slip paving 

• Chlorine-tolerant plants 

• Materials that won’t warp, rust or fade 

Avoid: 

• Dense planting that blocks airflow 

• Cheap outdoor furniture 

• Timber decks without airflow underneath 

Temperate & Coastal (NSW, VIC, SA, TAS) 

Seasonal variation, cooler winters, salt air near the coast. 

Design focus: 

• Wind protection 

• Heating considerations 

• Materials resistant to salt corrosion 

• Flexible shade solutions 

Avoid: 

• Untreated steel 

• Polished stone near pools 

• Fully exposed seating areas 
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Arid & Inland (Outback, Western NSW, SA interior) 

Hot summers, cold winters, dust and wind. 

Design focus: 

• Wind breaks 

• Heat-resistant paving 

• Minimal water-hungry plants 

• Night-time usability 

Avoid: 

• Lawns near pools 

• Large leafy trees 

• Dark paving that stores heat 

 

 

The Staycation Mindset: How Will You Actually Use the Space? 

Before picking plants or paving, ask: 

• Is this mainly for family use, entertaining, or relaxation? 

• Daytime use, night-time use — or both? 

• Adults only, or kids front-and-centre? 

A great staycation backyard often has zones: 

• Swimming zone 

• Lounging zone 

• Cooking & eating zone 

• Quiet / retreat zone 

• Circulation (walking paths) 

You don’t need all of them — but even modest yards benefit from intentional 

zoning. 

 

Budget Ranges: What’s Realistic? 
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Modest Budgets ($5k–$20k) 

 

Focus on: 

• Smart paving 

• Shade umbrellas or sails 

• Quality seating 

• Lighting upgrades 

• Strategic planting 

 

This is where layout and restraint matter most. 

Mid-Range Budgets ($20k–$60k) 

Adds: 

• Built-in seating 

• Pergolas or gazebos 

• Outdoor kitchens or BBQ areas 

• Feature lighting 

• Better materials 
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High-End Budgets ($60k–$150k+) 

Opens the door to: 

• Attached spas 

• Water features 

• Custom shade structures 

• Fire features 

• Premium stone and lighting systems 

Good design matters more than budget — plenty of six-figure yards feel cold 

and unusable. 
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Paving: What to Use — and What to Avoid 

Best Choices 

• Textured porcelain pavers – non-slip, low maintenance, colour stable 

• Exposed aggregate concrete – excellent grip, cost-effective 

• Natural stone (sealed) – travertine and limestone stay cooler underfoot 
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Use with Caution 

• Timber decking – can be brilliant, but needs airflow, sealing, and 

maintenance 

• Concrete tiles – must be slip-rated 

Avoid Near Pools 

• Polished stone 

• Gloss tiles 

• Small loose pavers 

• Cheap concrete that cracks or stains 

Hot tip: pale colours stay cooler. Dark paving around pools is a barefoot 

nightmare. 

 

Shade: Non-Negotiable in Australia 

No shade = no staycation. 

Good Options 

• Cantilever umbrellas (flexible, movable) 

• Shade sails (great for modern yards) 

• Pergolas with adjustable louvres 

• Gazebos for defined zones 

Avoid 

• Fixed shade that blocks winter sun 

• Structures that trap heat 

• Cheap umbrellas that fade or snap 

Design shade to protect people, not just water. 

 

BBQs & Outdoor Kitchens 

A pool without food nearby is half a solution. 
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Simple BBQ Setups 

• Built-in gas BBQ 

• Small bench and storage 

• Shade overhead 

Full Outdoor Kitchens 

• Sink, fridge, storage 

• Weatherproof cabinetry 

• Proper ventilation 

Avoid placing BBQs: 

• Downwind of seating 

• Too close to the pool edge 

• Under low ceilings 

 

Slides, Spas & Family Features 

Pool Slides 

Great fun, but: 

• Need space 

• Must meet safety codes 

• Best for family-focused yards 

Attached Spas 

One of the best staycation upgrades: 

• Extends pool use year-round 

• Social focal point 

• Adds value 

Kids’ Zones 

• Shallow lounging shelves 

• Step seating 

• Clear sightlines from the house 
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Furniture: Comfort Beats Looks 

Choose outdoor-rated everything. 

Best Materials 

• Powder-coated aluminium 

• UV-stabilised resin 

• Marine-grade stainless steel 

Avoid 

• Indoor furniture outdoors 

• Cheap cushions 

• Timber that splinters 

Sun lounges should: 

• Adjust easily 

• Drain water 

• Be easy to move 

 

Plants & Trees: Choose Wisely or Regret It 

Best Poolside Plants 

• Lomandra 

• Liriope 

• Mondo grass 

• Heliconia (tropics) 

• Succulents (dry climates) 

•  

Trees to Use Carefully 

• Palms (low litter types) 

• Frangipani (minimal leaf drop) 
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Trees to Avoid Near Pools 

• Jacarandas (flowers everywhere) 

• Bottlebrush 

• Deciduous trees 

• Fruit trees 

• Anything with berries or sap 

Roots, leaves and pollen = more cleaning and chemistry issues. 

 

Wind Breaks & Privacy 

Wind ruins pool comfort faster than cold water. 

Options include: 

• Glass fencing 

• Slatted screens 

• Dense hedging (away from pool edge) 

• Architectural walls 

Design to block wind without blocking airflow. 

 

Night-Time Lighting: Where Staycations Shine 

Lighting turns a pool into an experience. 

Key Lighting Types 

• In-pool LED lighting 

• Path lighting 

• Feature uplighting on plants 

• Soft ambient wall lights 

Avoid: 

• Harsh floodlights 

• Blue-white lighting 

• Over-lighting 
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Warm light = relaxed vibe. 

 

Walking & Relaxation Areas 

Paths matter more than people think. 

Good paths: 

• Are non-slip 

• Stay cool 

• Flow naturally 

• Connect zones 

Add: 

• Garden benches 

• Quiet corners 

• Water features or fire bowls 

This turns a pool area into somewhere you linger. 

 

Final Thoughts: Build It in Layers 

The best staycation backyards are rarely built all at once. 

Start with: 

1. Layout 

2. Paving 

3. Shade 

4. Seating 

5. Lighting 

6. Planting 

7. Features 

Think long-term, design for your climate, and avoid trends that won’t last. 

A well-designed pool environment doesn’t just add value to your home — it 

adds value to your life, right where you live it. 
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When you’re ready, the next step is sketches, layout planning, and examples 

— and that’s where the real fun begins. 
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